ALMOST ADAM CARTWRIGHT... 
ACTING IN HOLLY- 
WOOD WITH JOAN 

GODDARD 
(interview by Samuel 


Clemens 


John Goddard was a fa- 
miliar face on televi- 
sion who did sporadic 
roles in movies. From 
‘52-55 he appeared 
mostly in uncredited 
roles including “Ride 
Clear of Diablo” (‘54) and “Not as a Stranger” (‘55), while 
appearing on “The Life and Legend cf Wyatt Earp”, “Colt 
45”, “Restiess Gun”, “Mackenzie's Raiders”, 
Welis Fargo”, “Adventures of Wild Bill Hickok”, and “The 
Rifleman”. After a role in “When the Party’s Over” (‘92) 
where he mentored Sandra Bullock offscreen, Goddard 
left the limelight and settled in Sherman Oaks, CA. At 
age 95, he agreed to this interview where we talked 
about his prolific career in the Western genre. 


Q: How did you develop an interest in acting? Where did 
you study? What brought you to Hollywood? 

A: I studied at the Cleveland Playhouse. My teacher 
taught me the Stanislavski Method. I was eager to get to 
Hollywood, but I served in World War II, so I had put my 
training on hold for a while. 

Q: “Ride Clear of Diablo” (‘54) with Audie Murphy was 
one of your first roles. 

A: My least favorite role, because the role was intended 
to be larger but they kept ‘slicing and dicing’ me. Audie 
Murphy was very talented, but very antisocial. He rarely 
spoke with any of us unless it was related to the film. He 
always carried a pistol in his rear pocket wherever he 
went. 

Q: “The Storm Rider” (‘57) was perhaps one of your bet- 
ter roles. What was it like starring aiongside Scott 
Brady? 

A: That was the first opportunity I had to do a Ict of 
acting. l read for the part and they cast me immediately. 
Scott Brady was a great man. We became good friends 
afterwards. He even met my parents. He was real. He was 
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Scott Brady, unknown, unknown, Tom London, John 
Goddard, James Dobson, Mala Powers talk tactics as William 
Fawcett tends toa wounded Hank Patterson in “The Storm 
Rider”. 


“Tales of 


Z5 


alweys himself. He was always professicnai. He seemed 
to be a good mentor tco. I remember one cf the actresses 
on “Shotgun Siade” spoke with him and asked him for 
career advice. He said, “if you wanna make it in Holly- 
wood, just be yourself.” He practiced what he preached. 
@: “Gun Fever” (‘58) starred Mark Stevens, whe also di- 
rected the film. Are there any interesting experiences cr 
stories about filming it? 

A: I portrayed Lee. It was cne of various roies where { 
played the “heavy”. I was supposed to play the iarger 
role cf Amigo, but they gave it te Larry Storch instead. 
Wark Stevens was impressed with my willingness to do 
stunts. Re wanted to use a wire to pull me back during 
a scene where i was supposed tc leap backwards over a2 
fire. I toid him i didn’t need it. I landed on my feet over 
the fire. He said, “Boy John, that was terrific. I wanna 
get a close up.” 

Q: You were a familiar face on teievision, appearing on 
“Wyatt Earp”, “Colt .45”, “Shotgun Slade”, “Mackenzie's 


Raiders”, “Tales of Wells Fargo”, “The Rifleman”, “Dan- 


iel Boone”, Sees City”, “Wagen Train” and others. 
: What was your favorite role 
anc/cr least favorite roie 
among these TV series and 
why? 
A: I liked ail of those parts, 
but i had a lot of fun in “Wy- 
att Earp”. I only did two ep- 
isodes of that series, but I 
felt appreciated by the cast 
and crew. Hugh O’Brian left 
an impression on me too. 
He said to me, “You are un- 
coubtedly the best heavy in 
the business.” I wasn’t im- 
pressed with “Colt .45”, nor did I like Wayde Preston as 
an actor. I remember he walked out on that series after 
an argument. It was a role most actors would do any- 
thing for, and he just left it. He got blacklisted after- 
wards, and rightfully so. He later moved te Europe and 
did spaghetti Westerns. I starred in “Wild Youth” (‘60) 
with his wife, Carol Chmart, shortly afterwards, which 
was guite a ccincidence. 
@: Carel OChmart and Steve Rowland in “Wild 
Youth”...they’re both iconic in Western-themed cinema. 
What was it like acting with them? 
A: Steve Rowland was a prima-donna, at least when I 
knew him. His father (Roy Rowland) was a renowned di- 
rector and he was the great nephew of Louis B. Mayer, 
so he wasn’t humble. I once told him during filming that 
I was “gonna beat the hell out of him” if he didn’t stop 
whining. Carol Chmart was a professional. She was very 
talented and unassuming. I remember Steve and I played 
a jcke on her where we put 2 mannequin in her room. 
She screamed and ran out of the room after seeing it. 
She took it with a sense of humor though. Robert Hutton 
was cast as well. He was a grade-A piece of shit, and 
that’s all I will say of him. 
: What was it like acting alongside of Harrison Ford on 
“The Virginian”. Did you think he’d be a star? 
A: He was a serious person on set. He was a professional 
who was dedicated to his craft. I knew that he would be 
famous because he was so hardworking. 
Q: It’s reported you were considered for the role of Adam 
Cartwright on “Bonanza”. What can you teil us about 
that? Why did you not pursue the role? 
A: I would say that the biggest regret of my career was 
not accepting that role. My agent gave me two options: 
“Bonanza” or “Johnny Fletcher”, the latter of which was 


John Goddard and Jean 
Carson in Rex Allen’s 
“Frontier Doctor: Big 

Frameup”. 


based on the bestselling novel by Frank Gruber. I chose 
the starring role on Johnny Fletcher. It was a big mis- 
take. “Johnny Fletcher” remained unsold while “Bo- 
nanza” aired for years. I shouldn’t dwell on the past 
though. 
@: Were you able to support yourself by acting aione? 
A: Yes, but I later found I could make more money doing 
other things. I ran a successful contracting business af- 
ter leaving Hollywood. it was a lot more lucrative than 
the gigs I got onscreen. 
. - Q: Is there anyone in Holly- 
woeda who you’re still close 
with? 
A: I still keep in touch with 
Chuck Norris. Although I 
don’t agree with his politics, 
he is a good man and he is 
loyal too. I remember having 
dinner with him in the 
1990’s, and he said, “If you 
wanna get back intc the busi- 
ness, come to Texas and I'll 
get you some paris on “Walker, Texas Ranger”. I don’t 
chase roles though, and I didn’t wanna move my family 
to Texas. 
@: Would you return to acting if you were offered a role? 
A: Absolutely. My daughters are active in Hollywood. 
One of my daughters is a casting director, so she could 
get me back into the movies. It’s like I said though, I 
don’t chase roles. ’'m very content with my life. I’ve 
been married to my wife [Virginia] since 1952 and we’re 
in gooc health. i don’t need a resurgence in my acting 
career to be happy, but I’m not opposed to it either. 
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Goddard in “Tales of Wells 
Fargo: Gunfighter”. 


